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G. Mussardo, G. Polizzi

Sky and Earth
Travelling with Dante Alighieri and Marco Polo

	• Offers historical anecdotes and scientific curiosities concerning Dante Alighieri 
and Marco Polo

	• Paints a detailed picture of the world in which its two protagonists lived

	• Enhances its narrative with beautiful, richly illustrated drawings

700 years after Dante Alighieri’s death, this book intertwines the voice of the great poet with that 
of an exceptional contemporary, Marco Polo, who was equally curious about the geography of 
both earthly and celestial worlds. If Polo was the “ordinary genius” of the XIII century, the 
designation of “sorcerer genius” must go to Alighieri, the man with encyclopedic wisdom, at 
ease with his era’s philosophy, theology, and science. The sorcerer genius—well versed in this 
world—must create their own, which he did with The Divine Comedy . On the other hand, The 
Travels of Marco Polo , the greatest classic in travel literature, offers wonder and provides delight. 
This book combines the unforgettable characters of both books, the darkness of the infernal 
landscapes with the immensity of the Asian deserts, the richness of the Mongol empire with the 
glamor of medieval philosophy, the aspirations and dreams of two great explorers with 
knowledge of the science of their time, as well as the ever-eternal cosmology. This is an 
accessible and entertaining book for high school students, scholars of scientific history and the 
history of ideas, and curious readers who want to know more about Dante and Marco Polo and 
their unquenchable thirst for knowledge. This book is a translation of an original German 
edition. The translation was done with the help of artificial intelligence (machine translation by 
the service DeepL.com). A subsequent human revision was done primarily in terms of content, so 
that the book will read stylistically differently from a conventional translation.

Special offer / Get 20% off the printed book or eBook!

Enter the following coupon code at checkout on  
link.springer.com to apply discount. 
S2QcZ8CLhwghoM / Valid Mar 8, 2024 – Apr 5, 2024

Lifelong 40% discount for authors

2023. VIII, 208 p. 17 illus.

Printed book
Softcover 
€ 32,99 | £ 27,99 | $ 37.99 
€ (D) 35,30 | € (A) 36,29 | CHF 39.00

eBook
€ 26,74 | £ 21,99 | $ 29.99 
€ (D) 26,74 | € (A) 26,74 | CHF 31.00 
Available from your library or 
link.springer.com
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